Background In the end of 2015, a new round health reform-the Integrated Healthcare Delivery System-was issued by the National Health and Family Planning Commission. The policy emphasises capability building of primary care providers by recruiting more qualified family doctors, improving infrastructure, and building coordination between tertiary hospitals and community health centres. This reform will contribute to transformation of the current health-care delivery system, shifting more health resources and transferring patients to the community level to improve accessibility and affordability of health care, facilitate the achievement of the 13th Five Year Plan (the most important national development plan), and emphasise the development of an integrated health-care delivery system. The aim of this study was to evaluate the progress of the Integrated Healthcare Delivery System during the past 2 years in pilot cities.
